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Every day, children across Georgia cope with mental health issues brought on by circumstances R EADING

beyond their control. These issues affect a child’s ability to reach developmental and emotional  CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING
milestones, demonstrate healthy social skills, and solve problems.
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our opportunities to improve outcomes. Here are just some of the ways that we can all CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING
address those factors.

Increase awareness and understanding of the relationship between language and
behavior, and provide language screening for all children with emotional and
behavioral disorders.

Provide screenings and refer for assessments and appropriate interventions for vision,
hearing, and language impairments for all children in foster care and those involved with
juvenile justice.

Support implementation of infant and early childhood mental health consultation.

This evidence-based approach improves children’s social skills and emotional functioning;
strengthens parent-child relationships; reduces disruptive behaviors, suspensions, and
expulsions; and reduces teacher stress and turnover.

Continue to invest in Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports to improve the
learning climate in schools and child care centers.

Continue to invest in Quality Rated, Georgia’s three-star rating system that supports child
care providers in raising the quality of care they offer and provides families with helpful
information in selecting quality child care.

Implement a method to follow up on children who may need vision correction or other
vision services.

Provide training in Child-Parent Psychotherapy for providers working in child welfare.
This evidence-based intervention for children birth to 6 addresses exposure to trauma and
strengthens the caregiver-child relationship as a vehicle for restoring and protecting the
child’s mental health.

Support the sustainability of Youth Mental Health First Aid training and expand the
approach to support needs of early childhood and elementary school-age children. This
helps school staff and other adults understand mental health issues in children, making it
more likely that they will help a young person in emotional distress or crisis.

Support the continuation and expansion of the Georgia Apex Project to provide access
to mental health services and support in schools and expand the approach to include
child care centers.
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